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PEAKS TO POINTS FESTIVAL 2018 

14 ς 29 July 2018 

FOREWORD 

The sixth Peaks to Points Festival was bigger and better than before. Over its 16 days over 5000 people enjoyed a mix of 

40 activities and events at 37 locations across the southside of the Brisbane River.   

The Festival was initially conceived as the Oxley Creek Water Festival. In 2007 it was extended across the southside of 

the Brisbane River and the Peaks to Points Festival was born. The name celebrates the corridor of natural areas from 

Flinders Peak in the west, the source of Oxley Creek, to all the points on Moreton Bay south of the Brisbane River 

mouth - Point Halloran, Wellington Point and Victoria Point to name but a few. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŀǳƎǳǊŀƭ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭΦ Lǘ highlighted the issues facing the creek 

catchments in the area ς Oxley Creek, Bulimba Creek, Norman Creek, Wolston/Centenary, and creeks in the Ipswich 

area ς through showcasing these natural areas and the activities of councils, industry and the environmental and 

community groups working to improve them through the Festival Family Day and the various activities and events held 

during the Festival. For example, the tour to the Oxley Wastewater Treatment Plant demonstrated the highly technical 

processes involved in managing our wastes and protecting our environment.  

There was excellent attendance at many of the events, with some activities such as the native stingless bee workshop 

and the Spring Mountain and White Rock walks fully-subscribed. The Festival reached a wide audience spread across a 

large geographic area. Most activities were intentionally small scale and intimate so that people could easily talk to the 

group members about the area and group activities. 

The ongoing support of so many environmental and community groups, government organisations and industry 

sponsors and supporters has ensured that the Festival is a fixture in the South East Queensland environmental events 

calendar.   

Brisbane City Council was again the major supporter. This year the Festival was also sponsored by Brisbane MarketPlace 

which presented the Family Day, Lendlease, Queensland Urban Utilities and Oxley Creek Transformation. The Festival 

Family Day was presented by Brisbane MarketPlace. 

The Festival was organised by the Oxley Creek Catchment Association Inc with event and marketing management 

support of Team Lacey Consultancy  

I thank you all for your continued support for the work of the many environment and catchment groups in South East 

Queensland and encourage you to continue the journey with us to improve our environment ς from Peaks to Points. 

 

Lynn M Whitfield 

Chair Peaks to Points Festival  
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1.  INTRODUCTION 

The Peaks to Points Festival is a biennial, regional, environmental festival that raises awareness of the Flinders-

Greenbank-Karawatha natural areas corridor and showcases and celebrates the connection between businesses, 

governments and communities and the natural environment on the southside of Brisbane and the activities of local 

groups to improve their environment. 

The Festival was held over two weeks from 14 - 29 July 2018 with the Festival Family Day held at the Oxley Creek 

Common on 15 July, thereby opening the Festival. 

40 events were held at 37 locations over the 16 days attracting over 5000 people. Events included tree plantings, 

bushwalks, guided walks, birdwatching, workshops and talks addressing native bee-keeping, composting, and worm 

farming, open days, a scavenger hunt, a seminar focusing on Karawatha Forest, an environmental movie, and the ever-

popular bus tours to Greenbank Military Training Area and the Oxley Sewage Treatment Plant.  

This report describes the events and activities that took place during the Peaks to Points Festival 2018. 

The Festival Program is provided in Attachment 1. 

2. FAMILY DAY 

The Peaks to Points Festival was officially opened on 15 July at the Festival Family Day. Councillor David McLachlan, 

representing the Lord Mayor Graham Quirk, spoke, as did Lynn Whitfield, Secretary Oxley Creek Catchment Association, 

and Chair Peaks to Points Festival.  

The Festival crowd was entertained on the main stage by a variety of entertainment, including: 

Johanna and Jayden musicians 

aŀƎƛŎ DƭŜƴ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƳŀƎƛŎ ǎƘƻǿ 

Corinda State High School Amadeus Strings 

Corinda State High School Saxophone Quartet and Clarinet Quintet 

Street Science show 

Harry Phillips musician 

Thanks to Kirsten and Maddi Morano, Shoop the Sugar Glider also provided an educational experience. 

ChƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΥ 

Face Painting ς Wowee Creations 

Arts and crafts - Brisbane Creative Kids 

Inflatable obstacle course 

Rock climbing wall 

Sensory play ς The Messy Play Co  

Magician - Magic Glen 

Orienteering 

Little Green Thumbs 

BugsED 

Baby animal farm 

Pony rides 

Street science show 

Sherbet making workshop 

 

Delicious foods and drinks were available through: 

Happy Soul Bowl 

Rolling Stone Pizza 

Moo Free Burgers 

Rich Pour coffee 

Dippin Dots ice cream 
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In line with the environmental theme, single-use water bottles were discouraged and a water refill station was provided. 

Recycling bins were available for paper, cardboard, cans and bottles. 

All the displays from environment, history, and community groups generated considerable interest amongst Festival 

patrons. Many stallholders included an interactive environmental component in their displays such as the Oxley Creek 
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Catchment Association which encouraged children to identify macroinvertebrates from samples of water from Oxley 

Creek. Displays were presented by:  

Australian Electric Vehicle Association 

Australian Marine Conservation Association 

Bicycle Queensland 

Birds Injured Rehabilitated and Orphaned 

Birds QLD 

Brisbane City Council Habitat Brisbane 

Brisbane City Council Waste Minimisation 

Brisbane Intrepid Landcare 

Brisbane MarketPlace 

Friends of Oxley Creek Common 

Graceville Community Garden 

Karawatha Forest Protection Society 

National Parks Association of Queensland Inc 

Norman Creek Catchment Coordinating Committee 

Oxley Creek Catchment Association Inc 

Oxley Creek Transformation 

Queensland Police Service 

Queensland Urban Utilities 

Sherwood Girl Guides 

{ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ hȄƭŜȅ aŜƴΩǎ {ƘŜŘ 

Sustainable Population Australia 

The Wilderness Society 

Ugly Gully Orienteering 

Wildcare Australia Inc 
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The Festival Family Day site was set up on Saturday and overnight security provided. A first aid post was established on 

Family Day. There were no first aid or overnight security issues. 

3. ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS 

The Festival program offered a wide range of activities that explored the natural environment from Ipswich to Moreton 

Bay.  Activities and events were hosted by local governments and environmental and community groups across the area 

including:  

Birdlife Southern Queensland 

Birds QLD 

Brandon Road Bushcare Group 

Bremer River Network 

Brisbane Catchments Network 

Brisbane City Council 

Bulimba Creek Catchment Coordinating Committee 

Cliveden Avenue Recreation Reserve Bushcare Group 

CreekWatch  

Department of Defence 

Graceville Community Garden 

Griffith University 

Ipswich City Council 

Karawatha Forest Protection Society 

Koala Park Community Garden 

Logan City Council 

Mount Gravatt Environment Group 

Native Plants Queensland 

Oxley Creek Catchment Association Inc 

Pennywort Creek Bushcare Group 

Queensland Urban Utilities 

Rosewood District Protection Organisation Inc 

{ǘ WƻƘƴǎ hȄƭŜȅ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ aŜƴΩǎ {ƘŜŘ 

Sugarbag Bees 

Whites Hill ς Pine Mountain Community Group Inc 

Wishart Outlook Bushland Care Group 

Wolston and Centenary Catchments Inc 

Wolston Creek Bushcare Group 

Spotlight walk at Minnippi Parklands ς 14 July 

20 people joined Stefan Hattingh of Bulimba Creek Catchment Coordinating Committee on a dusk walk around the 

Minnippi Parklands at Carina. They spotted a number of species including a squirrel glider, 4 frogmouths, a family of 5 

roosting Kookaburras, lots of red neck flying foxes, and many brush-tailed possums. Although it was a very cold night, 

participants were very enthusiastic and commented that they would like to go spotlighting again. 
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Birdwalk at Granard Wetlands ς 14 July 

20 hardy souls braved a frosty morning to check out the avifauna in 

this area adjacent to Stable Swamp Creek which OCCA has been 

rehabilitating with the support of Brisbane City Council and Energex. 

We spotted friarbirds, fig birds, shrikes, red fairly wrens, honeyeaters, 

egret and herons, to name but a few. Participants were sustained by a 

hearty breakfast and hot drinks provided by OCCA. 

 

 

Twilight tour of Cliveden Pocket ς 14 July 

About 20 people joined Carole Bristow for a guided walk around the 

Cliveden Avenue Reserve, viewing the endangered Angle-stemmed Myrtle, 

infestations of Broad-leaved Pepper Tree and Cats Claw Creeper, and the 

great rehabilitation work being done by the Bushcare group. The circular 

walk finished with light refreshments and much discussion. 

Karawatha Forest ς Surviving to Thriving ς 17 July 

Brisbane City Council and Karawatha Forest Protection Society came together at the Discovery Centre to host a Brisbane 

Biodiversity Seminar. About 30 people gathered to hear Paula Ross talk about the value of Karawatha Forest and the 

fight to save it from development, Prof. Darryl Jones talk about the success of the Compton Road landbridge, and James 

Cifuentes of University of Queensland talk about the potential of ants to behave as bioindicators of ecosystem health.  

Go behind the wire at Greenbank ς 18 July 

20 people joined the Oxley Creek Catchment Association on a tour of the Greenbank Military Training Area, generally 

off-limits to the public. The Department of Defence Environment Officer, Rebecca Worrall, led the tour and was a fount 

of information about the history, current use, fauna and flora of the area.  The remaining huts used to house troops 

during WW2 were inspected and the tour stopped at the Oxley Creek road crossing to view the remnants of the bridge 

destroyed during the 2002 flood and the high creek banks resulting from ongoing erosion of the dispersive sandy soils.   
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Spring Mountain ridgetop walk ς 19 July 

Ed Parker of Wolston and Centenary Catchments led a small group on a moderately taxing walk up and along the 

ridgetop to Spring Mountain. From this vantage point, and others along the way, the group enjoyed spectacular views 

ƻŦ CƭƛƴŘŜǊǎ tŜŀƪΣ ǘƘŜ 5Ω!ƎǳƛƭŀǊ ŀƴŘ 5ŀǊƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ ǊŀƴƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǎōŀƴŜ /.5 ǎƪȅƭƛƴe. 

 

Seed to Seedling ς propagation workshop ς 19 July 

Evan Davis of the Oxley Creek Catchment Association guided 15 people through some of the common seed preparation 

and propagation techniques for native plants. 

Learning while managing native habitat - 21 July 

Agronomist Trevor Armstrong of the Pennywort Creek Bushcare 

Group took visitors on a tour of Pennywort Creek to view the 

uncleared, weedy tributary and eroded banks to the restored 

habitats viewing native Shield Pennywort, and the endangered 

Angle-stemmed Myrtle. Discussions continued over morning tea 

regarding the origins of many of the invasive weed species found 

in the area.  

Oxley Creek Common bird walk ς 21 July 

David Niland and Dawn Muir of Birds QLD guided 25 people on a 

4.5km walk through the varied landscapes of the Oxley Creek 

Common to Pelican Lagoon. It was a beautiful day for the walk to the Lagoons and we had a good attendance ς 25 

people in all. They saw or heard over 70 species including a Horsfield Bronze-cuckoo and small groups of Scaly-breasted 

and Chestnut-breasted Munias, a type of finch. The full list of species is available on the eBird database. Quite a few of 

the walkers were new to birding, and some subsequently became members 

of Birds Queensland.  

Tour of Ipswich green assets ς 21 July 

35 people joined Ipswich City Council officers and representatives of the 

Bremer River Network on a tour of waterways and conservation parks in 
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Ipswich. They viewed waterway improvement projects including a bioretention basin, a constructed wetland the 

rehabilitation of Small Creek. They also visited White Rock and Spring Mountain conservation parks which have some of 

the highest natural and conservation values in the region. 

Compost and work workshop ς 21 July 

Koala Park Community Garden was the venue for a compost and worm 

farm workshop. Brisbane City Council Waste Education Officer Jean 

Delzoppo introduced 20 people to the benefits of composting and worm 

farming to enhance your garden soil, use your kitchen wastes and reduce 

the amount of organic waste going to landfill. Jean discussed various 

ŎƻƳǇƻǎǘƛƴƎ ƳŜǘƘƻŘǎΣ ǿƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŎƻƳǇƻǎǘ ŀƴd 

how to overcome any problems. 

Graceville Bush Tucker Garden ς 21 July 

10 people joined the regulars at Graceville Community Garden to help plant 

trees such as macadamia, finger lime and Davidson plum in their Bush Tucker 

Garden, aided by Bush Tucker specialist Dick Copeman of Northey Street City 

Farm. 

 

 

Wishart Wild things Scavenger Hunt ς 21 July 

Over 30 people including lots of children ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ²ƛǎƘŀǊǘ hǳǘƭƻƻƪ .ǳǎƘŎŀǊŜ DǊƻǳǇ ƻƴ ŀ Ψ²ƛƭŘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΩ ǎŎŀǾŜƴƎŜǊ Ƙǳƴǘ 

around the bushcare area. Using strategically placed clues they tracked down some of the cool and creepy critters 

which live in the area. They planted 350 trees, shrubs and groundcovers, built five habitat tripods suitable homes for 

the local wildlife and found 10 species of local fauna. After all that hard work, they enjoyed a BBQ lunch. 

   

hȄƭŜȅ aŜƴΩǎ {ƘŜŘς 21 July 

Shed President John Brown and his team welcomed over 55 

visitors to the shed at St Johns Church to view their activities, 

participate in a raffle and purchase some of the handmade 

items.  

 




































