
 
 

Creating a Butterfly Garden 
 
First look around at what attributes, water and vegetation, are already on your site 
that would suit the establishment of a butterfly garden and work from there. If the site 
has few or no attributes then establish these attributes to create a butterfly garden. 
 
Water 
Locate your butterfly garden close to a flowing creek, a water feature, a pond or a 
bird bath, if at all possible. An existing riparian zone is an excellent starting point. 
Water features provide air movement and humidity. Muddy and wet areas are used 
by butterflies to sip mineralised water. 
 
Suitable plants 
Select a semi-shaded area with moist well-drained soil. If there is no semi-shaded 
area, create one by planting ‘pioneer’ native species – 

 Alphitonia excels 
 Alphitonia petrei 
 Ehretia acuminate 
 Acacias 
 Melicope elleryana 
 Pipturus argenteus 
 Castanospermum austral 
 Macaranga tanarius 
 Commersonia bartramia 

 
Also include –  

 climbing vines 
 small plants 
 flowering shrubs 
 native trees, shrubs, understorey plants, creepers and grasses 

 
These are other useful butterfly plants – 

 Pentas (pink, red and mauve) 
 Micromelum minutum 
 Buddleia 

 
Larval food plants 
Emerging larvae need suitable plants in sufficient quantity and of sufficient size to 
support butterflies. 
 
Nectar food plants for adult butterflies 
A butterfly garden needs plants in both shade and full sun that flower throughout the 
year. Butterflies need to be warm to fly to flowers in the sun. They also like to feed 
whilst ovipositing (laying eggs) in the shady areas.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Moist sheltered place 
Plant mostly indigenous plants and thickly mulch the area. Keep the mulch layer 
away from the trunks of established trees, plants and any new plantings. A well 
irrigated, moist mulch area is preferred by butterflies. Border or hedge the butterfly 
garden so that it is quiet and sheltered, shady and with access to sun and dappled 
sunlight.  
 
It is important to plant for the full lifecycle of the butterflies – 

 butterflies emerge on host plants 
 they mate 
 they feed on nectar plants 
 they oviposit 

 
A butterfly-friendly environment will also suit their predators (biodiversity). 
 
Plant trees in groves or clumps so that they get the morning sun, some of the 
afternoon sun and shelter from the north and also from the south. Plant nectar trees 
so that some nectar is in the sun and some is in the shade. Butterflies need 
sheltered and sunny, wind free areas to alight on leaves to sun themselves. 
Sufficient flight paths and spaces between plant groups are useful so butterflies may 
fly to their preferred plants. 
 
A few untidy and wild grassy areas are essential for butterflies. Such areas should 
contain native grass species, especially clumping Themeda and Poa, Lomandras, 
Dianellas and Gahnias which are never mowed or sprayed with chemicals. 
 
A possible food source for butterflies could be a sweet solution made with icing 
sugar saturated with water. Drench some cotton balls in this solution and leave them 
on trays in the butterfly garden to see what the butterflies do. 
 
Some activities to do in a butterfly garden: 
 Observe and record information on butterflies seen in the local area. 
 Collect and display photographs of the various butterfly species seen in the area 

or known to be in the area. 
 Join a local Butterfly Club. 
 Label trees and plants in the butterfly garden with the plant names and what 

butterflies use the plant for (e.g. hatching, feeding, egg laying) 
 Visit butterfly collections at the Toohey Forest Environmental Education Centre, 

the Queensland Museum or your local Botanic Gardens. 
 
Richmond Birdwing Butterfly 
Pararistolochia praevenosa is the vine often referred to as the Birdwing Butterfly 
Vine. The female butterfly deposits her eggs on this plant and the larvae, soon after 
hatching feed on its new growth. Larger larvae often eat more mature leaves and 
sometimes the stems. 
 
Plant these vines in s sheltered place, semi-shade with a north-easterly aspect. 
Stakes, a trellis and shadecloth may be needed to provide support and protection for 
the vines. 
 



 
 

Soil should be kept moist and well mulched. 
 
http://www.nor.com.au/environment/species/birdwing/index.html 


